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      February 11, 2018 
 
Scott Harris 
Clerk 
Supreme Court of the United States  
Washington, D.C. 20543 

 
Regarding: Bostic v. Pash, 17-912 

 
Dear Mr. Harris: 
 

On January 25, 2018 undersigned counsel submitted a brief amici curiae of former judges, 
prosecutors, and law enforcement officers in support of certiorari in Bostic v. Pash, 17-912.  Amici argued 
that permitting courts to implement de facto terms of life without parole circumvents Graham v. Florida’s 
prohibition against sentencing children to die in prison.  

 
With the consent of the parties, Judge Evelyn Baker, the judge who sentenced Mr. Bostic to 241 

years in prison, is adding her name as among those urging this court to accept review. Judge Baker served 
as a St. Louis Circuit Court Judge for twenty-five years before retiring in 2008. As Mr. Bostic’s sentencing 
judge, Judge Baker has a special interest in this case, and a unique perspective to offer the Court. At the 
time she sentenced Mr. Bostic, it was constitutional not only to sentence juveniles to mandatory sentences 
of life without parole, but to sentence them to death. Judge Baker has witnessed the evolution of the law as 
well as the medical and scientific understanding of the juvenile brain and culpability, information she did 
not benefit from when she sentenced Mr. Bostic to die in prison. She reached out to counsel because she 
feels strongly that Mr. Bostic should have the benefit of the changing law under Graham.   

 
        Gratefully,  
 

 
        Jennifer Merrigan  
 


